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i Make a bid. The. State of

Rhode Isiend is: conductmg an.

auction.

This weekend the Offzce of
the General Treasurer will be

selling hundreds of items of
uncla1med property: raré -
“Coins and bills, Jjewelry. and

works of art. Basically it's: a.ll

items unclaimmed from

abandoned bank safety'

deposn boxes.- ;
“‘This is the f1rst state

auctlon in nine years, when SR
543 items fetched $101, 600 at o
auction, which included'a" "

five-sentence note. 51gned b'
Charles Darwin for $2,000

Tt takes us a long tlme.to ;

build.up.enough valueto:.

make it*worth the expense ‘of

an auction,” says _Rlchard g

is expected to draw the m

property manager. "
. 'On Saturday at:8 a. m. inthe
Department of Admmlstratlon
... building, One Capitol Hill, -

.. SmithStreet, Providerice; the
7 auction begms The pubhc

.. preview;of the 566 items is
today and tomorrow 5. to 9

. |
. ‘are an 1852 $1 gold:-~piece_, and
r-several 19th century. " "~
“fractional dollars.”: = ...

. *Back:in the 18005 they
issue fractional. currency, o
Coffey says. “You.could have .
“@’three-cent paper doilar and‘
a two-cent paper. dollar,” ...
“There’s also'some natmnal:
currency, $5 and $10° notes, "
issued by Rhode Island ba
CHAL some'_t" ‘
5 govemmen  allow

'expected to draw the most-

is,an 1linch Tiffany trophy:
* extremely ornate-and old.”

- it works, he says, is whena "}
safe deposﬂ lease expires, ‘the .

‘mail that must renew or:

E no reply, a second letter of

.1ssued by a local bank whzch

put its seal on'it.”
-However, the item that’ s -

attention and the highest price

cup made i in 1898 of sterlmg
_sﬂver A

- “Silver is ‘worth a ]ot rlght e

“..«... publish the-owner's name
“our yearly unclanned prope
“advertisement. Then under
+law, 'we hold the, envelope
. year, although generaily
+gpeaking, we hold H'more -
..:"thanayear

now s Tiffany. "And it’s:.

(Al of the property in the
auction, has been uncla.lmed
for-at least four years, L
according to Coffey The way'
banks notify the owners by

empty their boxes. If there s

notery, according to Coffey; -
: _jand the contents are. deposited
_in an.envelope.or box:and ..
< sealed, and- stored for three"
| yedrs - just.in case the. owners
" return for their’ belongmgs

.. the contents to our office; Wi

US no- response' 'the
ills-openthe boxes_ 1n =i
i I_:reurke@projo.cum.l_(491) 2711267

““After that;. the banks. SEn

keep'the envelope sealed

~After Saturday s;auction 3

: ..computer record is-kept-of- the
sale price for:
“in case.

: ch -'te.m Just

T4 TE the owner.of that 1tem

‘."':.comes forward .and asks-for it,|
. +..we.can give them th m ney
5that we I‘ECEW’ed for:

é
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